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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is responsive to the Amendment filed 24 August 2005. 

2. Claims 1-12 are pending in this application. Claims 1-3 and 6-12 are 
independent claims. In the Amendment filed 3 January 2005, claims 1 -3 and 5-12. This 
action is made Final. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

3. Claims 1-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent No. 5,873,080 to Coden et al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,230,204 to 
Fleming, III (Hereinafter 'Fleming') and U.S. Patent No. 5,850,433 to Rondeau. 

Referring to claim 1 , Coden discloses an information search system substantially 
as claimed. See Figures 1-7 and the corresponding portions of Coden's specification for 
this disclosure. Coden teaches an information search system [See Fig. 1 ] comprising: 

an information storage unit [database 150] which stores a plurality of pieces of 
search target information [multimedia information 151]; 

a searching unit [Search Engines 162-166] which searches, when a user [125] 
specifies a search condition [query (See Figs. 4 & 6)], for a piece of search target 
information [multimedia information 151] satisfying the search condition from plural 
pieces of search target information in the information storage unit [in database 1 50]; 
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a calculating unit [Combiner 170] which calculates [See step 740] a fitting value 
[rank value] indicating how much the search target information satisfies the search 
condition about the respective pieces of search target information searched by said 
searching unit in accordance with a fitting value calculation procedure [ranking 
algorithm] specified by the user [See column 12, lines 26-35 and column 9, line 54 - 
column 10, line 23]; and 

a result-of-search presenting unit [See column 10, lines 57-59] which presents, to 
the user, at least a part of information that forms each piece of search target information 
searched by said searching unit [result list 380 (See step 760)] together with the fitting 
value [See column 10, lines 20-59 and column 12, lines 26-46] calculated by said 
calculating unit with respect to that piece of search target information. 

Coden does not explicitly disclose the storage of personal information with 
respect to each of a plurality of users and information indicating that the pieces of 
search target information are searched by the user, nor an outputting unit which 
outputs... the personal information on each user by whom the piece of search target 
information is searched as claimed. Coden also fails to disclose a control unit which 
calculates search parameters based on the stored personal information, and that the 
search and retrieval are also based on "the calculated search parameters" as claimed. 

Fleming discloses a search and retrieval system similar to that of Coden, wherein 
personal information [personal information and demographic information 920] with 
respect to each of a plurality of users [910] and a plurality of pieces of search target 
information [information resource(s) or resource(s) of interest] are stored in an 
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information storage unit [121], information indicating that the pieces of search target 
information are searched by the user [See Figs. 3-7 & 9] are stored in the information 
storage unit, and the personal information on each user by whom the piece of search 
target information is searched when a piece of search target information is specified is 
output [See Figs. 9-10] as claimed. Fleming lists a number of reasons for using this 
tracking information for tracking the interest of users in certain resources in the 
Background of the Invention section (See columns 1-2). These include monitoring 
loads on system resources, charging usage fees, and collecting demographic 
information for advertisers so they can adjust their targeting of advertisements 
accordingly. 

Further, Rondeau discloses a control unit which calculates search parameters 
based on stored personal information [user/customer profile] and a searching unit which 
searches, when a user specifies a search condition, for a piece of search target 
information satisfying a search condition and the calculated search parameters [See 
Column 4, lines 44-58]... as claimed. In other words, Rondeau teaches supplementing a 
search with personal information stored in a user profile. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to add Fleming's personal information storage and user interest 
tracking functionality to the system and method of Coden, and further to add Rondeau's 
search supplement functionality to this combination, to obtain the invention as claimed. 
One would have been motivated to do so for the reasons provided by Fleming as 
discussed above, in order to track the interest of users in the specific resources offered 
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up by Coden's database, and further to utilize this information to the user's advantage 
while searching, thus providing more relevant information to the user (as described by 
Rondeau). 

Referring to claim 2, Coden/Fleming/Rondeau discloses the information search 
system as claimed. See Figures 1-7 and the corresponding portions of Coden's 
specification for the details of this disclosure. Coden/Fleming/Rondeau teaches "an 
information search system [See Fig. 1] comprising: an information storage unit [See 
claim 1 above]...; a control unit [See claim 1 above]...; a calculating unit [See claim 1 
above]... ; an extracting unit [application of result viewing object (See step 720)] for 
extracting the search target information of which the fitting value calculated by said 
calculating unit satisfies a predetermined condition [condition(s) set by the user (See 
disclosure of combiner 170)], out of the plural pieces of search target information... [See 
claim 1 above]; a result-of-search presenting unit [See claim 1 above]...; and an 
outputting unit... [See claim 1 above]" as claimed. 

Referring to claim 3, Coden/Fleming/Rondeau discloses the information search 
system as claimed. See Figures 1-7 and the corresponding portions of Coden's 
specification for this disclosure. Coden/Fleming/Rondeau teaches "an information 
search system [See Fig. 1 ] comprising: 

an information storage unit which stores... [See claim 1 above]... search condition 
defining information [query specifications] for defining a search condition [query] with 
respect to each of the plurality of users [users 125], and fitting value calculation 
procedure defining information [rank algorithm definition] for defining a procedure for 
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calculating a fitting value [rank value] indicating how much the information searched 
under the search condition defined by the search condition defining information satisfies 
the search condition [See above]; 

a control unit [See claim 1 above]... ; 

a searching unit [See claim 1 above]... ; 

a calculating unit [See claim 1 above]... ; 

a result-of-search presenting unit [See claim 1 above]...; and 

an outputting unit [See claim 1 above]..." as claimed. 

Claim 4 is rejected on the same basis as claim 2, in light of the basis for claim 3 
above. See the discussions regarding claims 1-3 for the details of this disclosure. 

Referring to claim 5, Coden/Fleming/Rondeau discloses the information search 
system as claimed. See Figures 1-7 and the corresponding portions of Coden's 
specification for this disclosure. Coden/Fleming/Rondeau teaches the information 
search system according to claim 3, as above, wherein the plural pieces of search 
target information contain first type search target information [first media type (e.g. text)] 
permitted to be browsed [not restricted out by the result viewing object 350] by one of 
the users, and second type search target information [second media type (e.g. image)] 
inhibited to be browsed [restricted out by the result viewing object 350 (See columns 
9-12)] by one of the users, 

said searching unit searches for the search target information from the first type 
search target information contained in the plural pieces of search target information, and 

said information search system further comprises... [See claim 4 above]. 
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Claims 6 and 8 are rejected on the same basis as claim 1. See the discussion 
regarding claim 1 above for the details of this disclosure. 

Claims 7 and 9 are rejected on the same basis as claim 2. See the discussion 
regarding claim 2 above for the details of this disclosure. 

Claim 10 is rejected on the same basis as claim 3. See the discussion regarding 
claim 3 above for the details of this disclosure. 

Claim 1 1 is rejected on the same basis as claim 1. See the discussion regarding 
claim 1 above for the details of this disclosure. 

4. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Coden 
in view of Fleming and Rondeau as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 5,946,678 to Aalbersberg (cited in non-final Office action of 27 February 
2004). 

Coden/Fleming/Rondeau teaches an information search system, comprising: 
an information storage unit... [See claim 1 above]; 
a control unit... [See claim 1 above]; 

a searching unit [See claim 1 above] searching for information based on user 
specified search target information calculated search parameters, and maintaining a 
history of searches carried out by each user [See contributions of Fleming & Rondeau in 
combination of claim 1 above]; 

a calculating unit [See claim 1 above] calculating a synthetic fitting value [Coden: 
'combined rank' for a document (See column 12, lines 26-35 and column 9, line 54 - 
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column 10, line 23)] and a plurality of type-based fitting values [rank for each 'part' of a 
document (See column 12, lines 26-35 and column 9, line 54 - column 10, line 23)] for 
every item searched, using fitting value calculation procedures specified by the user; 
and 

a search summary unit [See claim 1 above] presenting, for each search the 
search target information used, results generated by the search, the synthetic fitting 
value calculated for each result, and the calculated search parameters. 

Neither Coden Rondeau nor Fleming discloses presenting (by the search 
summary unit) "a plurality of fitting values calculated for each result" as claimed. That 
is, Coden only presents one fitting value, the "synthetic fitting value", along with the 
search results, but does not present the other fitting values for the individual parts of 
each document. 

Aalbersberg discloses a system and method similar to those of Coden, Rondeau 
and Fleming, wherein a plurality of type-based fitting values are calculated [for each 
piece of search target information (i.e. 'car 1 , 'europe' & 'sales')], a synthetic fitting value 
is calculated as a combination of the type-based fitting values [overall rank], and all of 
the above fitting values are presented along with the search target information used for 
each result [See Figs. 2-4 & corresponding portions of Aalbersberg's specification]. 
Aalbersberg's motivation for presenting all of the fitting values for each search result is 
to provide the user with additional information pertinent to how each piece of search 
target information (part of the query) individually contributes or relates to the overall 
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ranking of each result. See the Background & Summary sections of Aalbersberg's 
specification for this disclosure. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate Aalbersberg's presentation of all fitting values, type- 
based and synthetic, into the combination of Coden, Fleming and Rondeau to obtain the 
invention as claimed. One would have been motivated to do so in order to provide the 
user with additional information pertinent to how each piece of search target information 
(part of the query) individually contributes or relates to the overall ranking of each result, 
as disclosed by Aalbersberg. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-12 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Namely, the cited references not relied upon are considered 
pertinent to supplementing a search with personal information in a user profile, as 
provided in the Amendment to each independent claim. 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 



Application/Control Number: 09/988,251 Page 10 

Art Unit: 2161 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian Goddard whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4020. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 9 AM - 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic can be reached on 571-272-4023. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

bdg 

21 November 2005 
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